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A Look Back From a Pledge...  

provided. In result, the pledges 

created a strong relation with Spikes 

Running Company. Later this se-

mester, the brothers will help out at 

the Race for Riley benefiting re-

search for children with mitochon-

drial disease. 

Putting our Seal on the Community  

S 
ervice has always been a 

strong point of Gamma 

Psiôs.  Since our last re-

port, we have held two American 

Red Cross Blood Drives in conjunc-

tion with Mercerôs Georgia Baptist 

College of Nursing.  We had a large 

number of donors and were able to 

collect excessive amounts of blood 

to help those in need.  Also this 

semester, the brothers completed a 

road-side clean-up on Mercer Uni-

versity Drive as did the Spring 2009 

Pledge Class.  The brothers also 

helped at Mercerôs APhA-Academy 

of Student Pharmacists second 

annual Multi-cultural Health Fair.  

The Atlanta Farmers Market served 

as the home for the event. Blood 

pressure, cholesterol, and bone den-

sity screenings were provided, as well 

as information on other disease states 

such as cancer and heartburn.  The 

Gamma Psi pledges went Saturday 

morning, April 11th to Roswell, GA 

to help out with the setup and coordi-

nation of the Earth Day 5k race. The 

proceeds from the race went to spon-

sor the project of the Spikes Youth 

Running Earth Day Contest. The 

Gamma Psi Pledges helped setup the 

race course, monitor the course, regis-

tration, set up tents, tables, and much 

more. The sponsors, Spikes Running, 

were very grateful with the tremen-

dous amount of help that the pledges 

The beginning of the pledge 

process now seems like a 

distant memory.  From the 

first week where we had our path 

laid out before us, until now, we 

have been stretched and torn to 

foster our growth as pledges.  How-

ever, as the pledge process seems to 

draw to an end, I am now able to 

look back and see just how far we 

have come as a group.  We started 

as a group of eight and have 

meshed into one.  It has been fun 

to take a step back and watch as 

the other seven interact and help 

each other with things from advice 

on women to doing better in class.  

Our time has provided us with 

plenty of frustration as we each 

struggle to figure out the various 

tasks asked of each of us.  Yet, 

looking back on it, it is the times of 

laughter and joy that I remember 

the most.  Our Pledgemaster, Bryce 

Carter, has helped to guide us and 

raise us to the level we need to be 

at. His leadership has held us to-

gether at times and pushed us to 

better ourselves and our group.  

The brothers of Kappa Psi have 

provided us with a blueprint on 

how to carry on the traditions of 

the fraternity.  Numerous brothers 

such as our Regent, Purvish Patel, 

have helped to expand our knowl-

edge of the fraternity and what we 

can do to help continue Gamma 

Psiôs climb to the top.  Our road-

side cleanup was a big success as 

several brothers came to lend a 

hand and our service project was 

an eye-opener as we helped set up 

for the Earth Day race at 6am.  We 

had two very successful fundraisers 

and our pledge party was a big 

success, and we are happy to say 

everyone arrived home safely.  The 

process has brought me closer to 

the brothers, alumni, and pledges 

than I ever thought when we 

started. On behalf of Brian Fran-

chio, Jordan Khail, Nick Cum-

mings, Chris Kantenga, Juan Lo-

pez, Mukund Udvadia, and Sujal 

Patel I want to thank everyone for 

this opportunity to grown and 

learn with you and we all look 

forward to the day that we might 

stand beside you as a brother. 

Mr. Brandon Corpening 

Pledge Class President 08-09 
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Dates to Remember  

Summer Conclave 
(Tallahassee, FL)
Delta Iota 

Cancelled 

COS Picnic April 17th 

G.C.C. Aug 4-9th 

Watch out for those ǁǕ men...  

S 
ince the last issue, the 

collegiate brothers of 

Gamma Psi has been very 

busy with several social and fund-

raising events, not to mention 

Rush and Pledging.  We started 

2009 by attending Province 4ôs 

winter conclave in Ft. Lauderdale, 

FL.  Eleven collegiate brothers and 

4 alumni brothers (Dr. Marvin 

Smith, Dr. Andrew Crowe, Dr. 

Andy Asberry, and Dr. Seth 

Hammonds) were in attendance.  

Province 4 elected Regent Purvish 

Patel to serve as our Province 4 

Webmaster.  The following week-

end (MLK weekend), Gamma Psi 

held its annual ski trip in Pigeon 

Forge, TN.  The brothers opened 

up the event not only to all Mercer 

students, but also to all brothers in 

Province 4.  We had a great turn-

out, and were able to raise a good 

amount of funds that will not only 

help the day-to-day operation of the 

chapter but also to go towards our 

House Fund.  This event also al-

lowed us a chance to get to know 

some of the first year guys a little 

better, before Rush started.  The 

following week started the begin-

ning of rush which came to a close 

with our ñGrown and Sexyò Rush 

Party on January 30 at the Heritage 

Golf Course.  There was a great 

turnout from brothers and rushees, 

we were also honored by having 

Regent Buck Butler from Delta 

Gamma and four more brothers 

from his chapter in attendance.   

The following Thursday was Bid 

Day and the pledge process offi-

cially began with 8 promising 

pledges. Our next major event was 

our Founderôs Day Dinner and 

Golf Tournament on Saturday 

March 21. Several guys went golfing 

for the afternoon, while oth-

ers spent a relaxing afternoon 

playing poker.  Later in the 

evening, the brothers meet at 

Gordon Biersch for more 

brother bonding and a meal.  

It was great for all of the colle-

giate brothers and pledges to 

meet and catch up with our 

alumni.  Our next social 

event was attending the At-

lanta Hawks vs. Boston Celtics 

game with other Mercer phar-

macy/PA students, 31 Delta 

Gamma brothers from Auburn, 

and 9 Gamma Zeta brothers from 

Samford.  This also served as a 

fundraiser for the chapter and 

turned out to be very prof-

itable. The following night 

Vice Regent Trey Rumph 

and Secretary Johnathan 

Hamrick along with 2 

pledges attended Delta 

Gammaôs Formal in Co-

lumbus, GA.  On April 2, 

the pledges held the an-

nual pledge party at Fa-

mous Pub.  The theme this 

year was Heaven and Hell 

and there were some inter-

esting costumes.  By far the 

highlight of the night was 

their pledge dance, which included 

3 new hip-hop dance moves (the 

Stankey Leg, the Bird Walk, and 

the Swag Surf) along with some 

other choreography that the 

pledges came up with on their 

own.  The remainder of the semes-

ter looks very promising on the 

social/fundraising side of things! 

Gamma Psi Bros at the 

Georgia State Capitol 

for VIP Day  

3 Generations of Gamma Psi 

Regents at Province 4 Winter  

Conclave.  Pictured are Pur-

vish Patel, Tim Burns, and An-

drew Crowe.   

The Gamma Psi Pledges try-

ing to get Krunk wit it!  

Editor:  

Bro. Trey òMiyagió Rumph 



We are in the process of updat-
ing all the Gamma Psi Alumni 
mailing addresses, phone num-
bers and email addresses. If you 
have moved since graduation or 
changed your email addresses, 
please send updated informa-
tion to: 
mercergammapsi@gmail.com. 
Your information will be used 
to ensure that you are con-
stantly updated with new chap-
ter news and updates. 

Faculty Brothers Perspective  

to the brothers while they are in 

school. Your participation and 

mentorship provides another 

avenue of support for the broth-

ers while they are working and 

studying in pharmacy school. The 

Chapter has many long range 

goals which will promote the 

Chapter's activities and "raise the 

bar" for our brothers. One of the 

ambitious goals is to acquire a 

house for the Chapter. It's been a 

long process and your contribu-

tions can make that goal into a 

reality. I understand how difficult 

it is with these economic times. 

However, I also know that chal-

lenges are what we as brothers 

overcome. The road ahead offers 

many challenges, bumps and 

turns for the Chapter. The Chap-

ter's brothers have the courage 

and determination to travel that 

road while at the same time need 

just a bit of help from you. I con-

tinue to offer my support of their 

activities and thank the alumni 

for your donations and contribu-

tions to the Chapter.  

Dr. Michael W. Jann 

I  
 would like to wish our 

Kappa Psi Gamma Psi 

alumni greetings and saluta-

tions. Over the past 15 years, the 

Chapter has reached a sustained 

high level of national recognition 

for its achievements in commu-

nity service, scholarship, and 

contributions to national phar-

macy organizations. The Chap-

ter's alumni remains in close con-

tact with the current members in 

reviewing their progress through 

the College and offering mentor-

ship. I would like to encourage 

more of our alumni to be mentors ñ...by hating someone 

else for believing 

differently than you do, 

you have no choice but 

to give them the right to 

hate you for believing 

differently than they do.ò 

- Grand Regent 

Lawrence Brown 
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Get Reconnected!  54th Grand Council Convention  

Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity is pleased to announce that the 
54th Grand Council Convention will be held August 4th through 
August 9th, 2009 in Clearwater Beach, Florida. 
 
The Opening General Session will be held on the evening of Tuesday, 
August 4th, with general meetings each morning continuing the re-
mainder of the week. The convention will conclude on Saturday eve-
ning, following elections, with the Alpha Reception and the 130th 
Anniversary Banquet. 
 
For further information please check out the following link: 
http://www.kappapsi.org/national/harvey/gccs?id=54 

Gamma Psi and Delta Omega 

Brothers at Province 4 Winter  

Conclave in Ft. Lauderdale   

Gamma Psi Brothers with pledges 

celebrating the birthday of a favor-

ite Lil Sister ò Jessica Huffstetleró 

Michael W. Jann  

òAlzó 
 

mailto:mercergammapsi@gmail.com
http://www.kappapsi.org/national/harvey/gccs?id=54


I  
 recently had the honor to be 
the keynote speaker at the re-
chartering ceremony for the 

Washington D.C. Graduate chap-
ter, and the Epsilon Eta collegiate 
chapter at the LECOM pharmacy 
school in Bradenton, Florida. 
Even though one was a graduate 
chapter and the other a collegiate, 
I was surprised when I got the 
same response from Brothers in 
both groups when I stated that I 
was a 1996 initiate of Gamma Psi. 
Persons from both groups re-
marked that they were in junior 
and high school back in 1996. So 
I guess that officially makes me 
the ñold dudeò but thatôs ok. My 
time is Kappa Psi has given me 
some wonderful memories and 
important experiences, that have 
helped to shape the person I am, 
and the life I have. So Iôve com-
piled a few of them, in different 
categories, and I hope that all you 
fellow ñold dudesò that read this 
remember them, and that you 
younger Brothers can learn a 
thing or two. 

 

Some of the funniest Gamma Psi 
memories (in no specific ranking) 
include: 

1. The chapter bans karaoke 
parties forever after listening to 
Brother Sayer Munroe butcher 
Princeôs classic, ñKissò. There was 
not enough Advil in all the Wal-
greenôs in Georgia to cure that 
headache in 1997. 

2. Brother Sule giving Gamma 
Psi itôs most famous quote, ñJust 
shoot meé.ò 

3. Brothers Chris Masters, Bill 
Carson and I rigging Brother 
Tommy Meadows wedding car 
with the worst decorations, not to 
mention the stuff we wrote. 

4. The look in the pledge class 
of 2001 when I showed up and 

told them how I was going to 
punish their use of their paddles, 
when they played ñacorn baseballò 
with them. Needless to say, no 
other pledge class has ever tried 
that again. 

Brother Crowe and I ñsecuringò 
the room keys for collegiate rooms 
at Province in Savannah (2007), 
and then proceeding to ñGreg 
Louganisò all of our younger 
Brothers. The fact that I was wear-
ing a mini toga, even made it 
more hilarious. 

 

Some of our proudest moments 
include: 

1. How our chapter came to-
gether and put aside cliques when 
Brother Elden ñRun Tingsò 
Shields passes away in 2000. I still 
get teary-eyed when I go to his 
plaque on campus. 

2. When I broke my collarbone 
in 1998, my Brothers took care of 
me, in so many ways. I wouldôve 
never made it through Mercer 
without them. 

3. The first Founderôs Day ban-
quet, we honored Dr. A. Vincent 
Lopez who was our advisor for 
years. Dr. Lopez told us that night 
that we needed to be the best 
organization on campus, not just 
the best fraternity. From that 
moment on, we changed our en-
tire way of doing business, and in 
doing so, changed Gamma Psi. 

4. In 2002, I got the news that 
for the first time, we had been 
ranked in the top ten nationally. 
My staff at the hospital thought 
that I had lost my mind, but I was 
so happy to see all the work we 
had started and continued, finally 
reap results. 

Last year when we got the word 
that we were ranked #3, the reac-

tion of the Brothers made me so 
proud. They were already looking 
past that rank, and looking at 
what needed to be done to get to 
#1. 

 

In my 13 years of Brotherhood, 
Iôve kept coming back to Gamma 
Psi because I cherish the memo-
ries it has given me, but I also 
look forward to the new experi-
ences that will help to shape my 
lifeôs work. The happiness that 
sharing in brotherhood and fel-
lowship brings to me is beyond 
measure. It has allowed me to 
remain close friends with those 
that attended Mercer with me, 
Brothers like Sayer, Craig Ham-
mock, Chris Runken, Steve Cad-
dick, and especially the Brothers 
at Tampa Graduate. Itôs trans-
formed my relationship from 
student-teacher, to friendship with 
Brothers like Dean Matthews, 
Mike Jann, Richard Jackson and 
Bill Kelly. Itôs even given me some 
of my closest friends from Broth-
ers who came to Mercer after I 
graduated. These include Brothers 
Crowe, Andy Asberry, Majed 
ñMagicò Fackih, and now Purvish 
Patel. Iôve been blessed to have my 
life enhanced by all my interac-
tions with these and so many 
other Brothers. 

 

This new group of Brothers holds 
new memories and good times for 
me. And I welcome these new 
memories with great anticipation. 
The way I see it, the more times I 
hear that I pledged when they 
were in elementary school, the 
more it tells me that I have more 
Gamma Psi memories than they 
do. Thatôs a type of wealth Iôll 
gladly accept. Iôm sure I can find 
the space in my big shaved head 
for additional memories. 

Dr. Marvin òNiqueó Smith 

Walking Down Memory Lane  
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Marvin R. Smith, 
PharmD. (Brother 

ôNique - Spring 1996)  


